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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION FOR THEMED WALKS

Welcome and Introduction (Presented by lead docent – docent whose name is listed first on sign up sheet)
Good morning and welcome to San Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve. My name is __________ and I am a docent (a teacher of nature). [Optional - add something personal, such as why you chose to be a docent, why you think the reserve is special, a special experience you’ve had. This helps the kids connect with you, and helps put both yourself and others at ease]. Introduce other docents who will be leading the kids on a hike.  
I work with the San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy, an organization that helps protect the lagoon and all the plants and animals that live here.  The Conservancy teaches people like me to be nature guides so we can help everyone understand the importance of protecting these kinds of places.  

I have been calling this place a lagoon, but there is another name we use for places like this where there is a lot of water covering the ground.  Does anyone know another word that would help describe this place? It is a wetland. There are many kinds of wetlands.  This kind of wetland is called an estuary, where freshwater from rivers mixes with ocean salt water.  These kinds of wetlands help clean water before it reaches the ocean, provide a home for many plants and animals, and give us a peaceful place to take a walk.  There aren’t very many wetlands left in California, so it is important to protect the few that are remaining.  
Some of the plants and animals that live here are endangered. Endangered  means that there aren’t very many left in the world, and we want to make sure they don’t completely disappear, or become extinct.  If we are lucky, we may see an endangered bird on our walk today.  

How many of you have visited here before? Great, maybe during the walk you can share some of the things you learned the last time you were here. I mentioned that this place is called the San Elijo Ecological Reserve.  The word reserve tells us that everything that is here is protected. The plants, animals, water, rocks, everything both living and non-living, everything.  The only thing that is OK to take from the lagoon is trash, because that doesn't belong here and might even be harmful to the plants and animals that live here. 
Begin Introduction to Themed Walk 

Habitat Hunt, Adapt to Your Habitat, Eat or Be Eaten, Living off the Land- the Kumeyaay, Wetlands Wonders, Birding 101.  
Cover Some of the Ground Rules
It’s important to stay on the trails and leave everything as it is (flowers, berries, rocks, leaves, etc.). Why? A rock or leaf may be sheltering an animal, a berry is food for bird and other animals, the flowers provide food for bees.  By staying on the trails you are protecting yourself, as well as the plants and animals that live here. If you walk quietly and look and listen closely, you are more likely to see the diversity of wildlife that have made the lagoon their home.  Be on the lookout for signs of wildlife such as scat, trails, or sounds that might clue you into where to look.  Please try to stay behind me at all times (ask a parent volunteer or teacher to take up the rear). 

Closing 

Even if time is tight, it is important to try to gather the entire group together for at least a few minutes to allow students to share their observations.  Not all groups will have had the same experiences, so it is fun for the students to share what they saw while it is still fresh in their minds. 
If you arrive to the building before the others, play a game of charades, or allow the kids to explore the nature center. 

Questions asked will depend on which program was presented.  Some general questions include: What was the most interesting thing that you saw? What did you learn that you didn’t know before?  Why do you think it is important to protect wetlands? If you could choose to be one animal in the wetland, what would it be and why? Now that you have visited the reserve and learned a little about it, can you think of anything you could do to help protect it? 

Address the following to parents and teachers: The San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy is a non-profit organization that relies heavily on individual donations to sustain its education program.  Through the education program, the conservancy is able to offer free guided nature walks to school groups throughout the year.  Your voluntary donation will help support this important program and will go directly to training new docents and developing educational materials for the children and teachers who visit the lagoon.  Please consider becoming a member of the conservancy, or making a donation to ensure that all school children have the opportunity to visit the lagoon and learn about the importance of protecting this rare and endangered habitat. [Have membership and community walk brochures available and offer them to those who are interested.] 
Thank you for visiting San Elijo Lagoon Reserve!
PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png]